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not responsible for ensuing developments. Nevertheless, I
beg of you to see His Majesty at once and tell him that I,
as his loyal subject, advise him most earnestly to promul-
gate the fundamental laws without any further delay, for,
if the Duma convenes without a knowledge of the new
code, it will begin to function without any predetermined
course, so that serious confusion and perilous turmoil will
result." Shortly afterward General Trepov informed me
that he had given His Majesty an exact report of my recom-
mendations. However, it was not till April 27th, the very
day on which the new representative body assembled, that
the laws were made public, with a few additional changes
of no significance whatsoever.
In order to get at the causes of this delay and the supple-
mentary alterations, it is necessary to take into account the
following facts, which became known to rne only in 1907
through Vladimir Ivanovitch Kovalevsky,  who was my
assistant when I was Minister of Finances.   I was disin-
clined to put any stock in Kovalevsky's astonishing story
until he presented documentary proofs, which, incidentally,
are now in my archives.   It appears that as soon as the
Council of Ministers submitted the draft of the proposed
fundamental laws to the Emperor, Trepov came into pos-
session of the text and acquainted Kovalevsky with it,
requesting him to examine the project and draw up a de-
tailed report on the subject.   In carrying out this investiga-
tion, Kovalevsky invited the assistance of Muromtzev, who
became President of the First Duma, Paul Miliukov and
U. B. Hessen, all three "Cadets" [members of the Consti-
tutional-Democratic party], in addition to M. M. Kovalev-
sky, a cultured scholar and liberal, at present a member of
the Imperial Council.   They prepared a statement which
was transmitted by V, L Kovalevsky to General Trepov,
who presented it to His Majesty on the i8th of April
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